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FCC Chairman Michael Powell’s Comments on QWEST’S commercial Agreement with
COVAD COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY

Washington, DC — “I am pleased that Qwest and Covad have agreed upon commercial
terms for line sharing arrangements. This agreement means that consumers in the Qwest region
will have more choices for their broadband services.

When the Commission voted to eliminate line sharing, I expressed my concern that the
Commission was eliminating an important source of supply in the broadband market. Now, I am
gratified that Qwest has agreed to offer line sharing services to Covad, so that Covad may offer
broadband services to consumers. This agreement demonstrates that even without government
compulsion, commercial arrangements negotiated in the market are possible.

We hope this agreement will stimulate additional line sharing and unbundling
arrangements, negotiated in the market. I urge all carriers to take the necessary steps, during the
Commission’s call for a 45 day negotiation period, to ensure that consumers in all other regions
of the country can enjoy the same benefits. Consumers clearly benefit from line sharing
services. With this action, we are one step closer to achieving ubiquitous broadband
connectivity.”
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